
Tekst 13   

Beautiful Skellig Michael 

1 ONE OF Ireland’s most spectacular landmarks has gained international 
recognition for its sheer beauty. Skellig Michael, is a UNESCO World 
Heritage site and popular tourist site which became even more famous 
than before when it was featured in the Star Wars movies ‘The Force 
Awakens’ and ‘The Last Jedi’. 

2 Located on the Great Skellig just off the gorgeous Dingle Peninsula, the 
historic site is home to an ancient monastery and stone structures which 
have survived over the centuries despite being battered by the elements 
at the edge of the Atlantic ocean. Skellig Michael is also a wildlife 
preserve home to hundreds of Puffins, who are so common that when the 
Star Wars series was filming, producers were forced to create a new 
monster, Porgs, as they could not edit the animals out and could not 
interfere with their breeding grounds. 

3 Now international travel magazine Big Seven Travel has named the 
historic site as one of the most beautiful movie locations in the world. 
Travel writers took into account the ‘wow-factor’ of the setting, its 
importance and impact on the scene, overall fame of the movie itself and 
unique features. 

4 Skellig Michael joins such iconic locations as Salzburg, as featured in 
‘The Sound of Music’, Skiathos in Greece from ‘Mamma Mia’, and 
Matamata in New Zealand, aka Middle Earth from ‘The Lord of the Rings’ 
series in the travel magazine’s list of the 50 most beautiful movie locations 
in the world. 

5 It is far from the first time that Big Seven Travel recognised Ireland’s 
spectacular beauty  just last week, a remote Irish beach was named one 
of the very best in the world, beating out strands in Fiji and Hawaii among 
others. 

irishpost.com, 2021 
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1p 38 ‘Beautiful Skellig Michael’ (title) 
Which of the following is mentioned as a typical feature of this site? 
A buildings on the verge of collapse 
B film crews behaving irresponsibly 
C rough weather conditions 
D too many people visiting it 

1p 39 ‘hundreds of Puffins’ (paragraph 2) 
What role do these birds play in relation to the Star War series? 
A They kept on interrupting the outdoor scenes with their calls. 
B They made it necessary to make changes to the original script. 
C They were a source of inspiration for a new spin-off series. 

1p 40 Which of the following best describes this text? 
A It analyses the popularity of Ireland as a background for movies. 
B It celebrates the fact that Ireland’s scenery is appreciated worldwide. 
C It explains how Ireland can profit from entering global competitions. 
D It praises the way in which Ireland protects its native flora and fauna. 
E It questions if Ireland needs to attract more visitors to its shores. 

Bronvermelding 
Een opsomming van de in dit examen gebruikte bronnen, zoals teksten en afbeeldingen, is te vinden in het bij dit examen 
behorende correctievoorschrift. 
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